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How to Use This Guide
This guide is a tool to assist readers with reading comprehension.
Pre-reading questions allow students to connect their current knowledge and experiences to the major themes of the novel.
Reading questions and a character map help readers, especially as they read independently, to follow plot, conflict, and
character development.
Post-reading questions can be the basis of whole class or small group discussions, and are appropriate prompts for written
responses or essays.
Activities allow students to connect with the work of literature in several ways, including:
• through multiple learning modalities,
• within SEL competency areas,
• through expository writing,
• using technology, and more.

About the Book
Eric Wallace is sick of secrets. As a Black queer teen, Eric’s efforts to conform to fit his parents’ and classmates’ expectations
have left him exhausted by the summer after senior year. When Eric finds out his pastor father has been cheating on his
mother, his picture-perfect family crumbles. Eric rages at the double standards he’s been held to. He travels to Los Angeles
with his best friends to escape his home life and finally start to live on his own terms—and with his own style.

About the Author
Angel Barber was born and raised
in Buffalo, New York. He is a 19-yearold student at Buffalo State College
studying television film arts, with
interests in film, philosophy, and
psychology. He has written various
forms of poetry with the Just Buffalo
Writing Center and plans to continue
writing and strengthening his poetry
and prose well into the future. This is
his first novel.
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Character Analysis Worksheet
Complete the chart below with information about each character. Make a note of the page number where the
character first appears.
Thomas Gregory
Andrea
Dad/Stan
Character Name
(Major or minor
character?)

Robert
Eric Wallace
Xavier

Frederick
Shiloh Fitz
Mom/Tatiana

Describe the character’s
traits.

Zachary

Describe how the
character acts.

Describe how other
characters relate to this
character.
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Pre-reading Questions
Discuss or free write a response to each prompt.
1. Look at the cover of the book—what does the book look like it is about?
2. What causes jealousy?
3. What causes anger?
4. What does being left out or excluded feel like?
5. What does “do as I say, not as I do” mean?
6. What does it mean to be a hypocrite?
7. How does someone learn to accept, appreciate, and love who they are?
8. Is there a difference between being lonely and being alone?
9. Have you ever read a novel written in verse?

Major Themes and Motifs
Themes are the central ideas of a story and the ways its main message is developed.
As you read, look for references to these themes:
•

Coming of age

•

Darkness and light

•

Family conflict

•

Heartbreak/lost love

•

Identity and rebirth

•

Overcoming

•

Vulnerability

•

Friendship
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Reading Questions
As you read, answer each question on a separate sheet of paper.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

Why does Eric punch Thomas?
What does Eric believe his classmates think about him?
Describe Eric’s relationship with Andrea.
Describe Eric’s relationship with Xavier.
Describe Eric’s relationship with his parents.
What does “it turns my organs to seltzer” (page 16) mean?
What does Eric really think about Greenway Row?
What happens when Eric stays home from school?
Why does Eric believe that Stan is a hypocrite?
On page 44, what words did Eric “need to hear”?
Describe Eric’s feelings toward his father.
Where does Eric decide to travel to during the summer?
Who is Frederick?
What does Eric fear the most?
Where do Eric, Andrea, and Xavier go?
Who does Eric meet there?
What “secret” (page 76) is Eric keeping?
How does Eric feel at the movies?
Why does Eric jump into the ocean?
What does Eric encounter in the ocean? What is the effect?
What does Andrea mean when she says, “you have been gone longer than that”?
How did kissing Zachary change Eric?
How have Eric’s feelings toward Xavier changed?
What gift does Frederick give Eric? Why is it important to him?
What does Eric think about love?
What does Eric select to wear on his date?
Why is Zachary distracted during dinner?
What does Robert call Eric? How does Eric react?
How does Eric betray Andrea?
Where does Eric stop on the way to the airport?
Describe Eric’s interactions with his parents after he returns from Los Angeles.
What news do Eric’s parents share with him?
What does Eric say to Andrea and Xavier?
What does Eric wonder about Thomas Gregory?
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Post-reading Discussion Questions
1.

Why is the fresh coconut water meaningful?

2.

Do you think Eric has overcome his jealousy and anger?

3.

How does Eric view his father differently after his summer in Los Angeles?

4.

What, according to Eric, is the difference between being alone and loneliness?

5.

How does fashion help Eric with self-expression?

6.

Toward the end of the novel, what effect does being alone have on Eric?
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Writing Prompts
1. Nicknames
Eric explains why his mother’s nickname for him is Dandelion. Nicknames are like metaphors, comparing a person to
another thing or idea to highlight something about their personality. Do you have a nickname? Write 5–10 sentences
about your nickname. What is the origin of the nickname? Is it accurate? If you don’t have a nickname, think of someone
else or even a celebrity and write about their nickname.
2. Track a motif
A motif is a series of repetitions in a work of literature, such as an image, word, or symbol, that creates a mood or feeling.
Dandelion Travels uses several motifs, including light/darkness, holes/wholeness, water, and violent imagery
(“stab,” “explode,” “black cord”). Track one of these motifs or another one you may have noticed. Write 5–10 sentences
about how the motif functions in the novel.
3. Jealousy
Does Eric have jealousy? Toward Xavier? Toward Andrea? Toward any other characters? Why or why not?
4. A Dream
Read the passage on page 43. Circle the 5–10 most significant phrases. Write a response explaining why those
phrases are meaningful.
5. Travel
In the novel, Los Angeles represents an opportunity for Eric to be himself without being subject to his parents’ judgment of
him. The idea of travel helping an individual undergo personal change, development, and growth has been in literature for
hundreds of years. Consider the ways that you would like to grow and change. Describe in a paragraph of 5–10 sentences
where you would travel and why you think the experience would be transformative for your personal development.
6. Growing up
A major theme in this novel is growing up. Read the passage on page 117. What does Eric realize about his childhood self?
Write 5–10 sentences about how you view yourself differently now than you did as a child.
7. Different kinds of love
Read pages 118–124 and catalog the different kinds of love mentioned. How are they different? How are they the same?
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Activities
•

Make a playlist of 6–8 songs that reflect the themes, conflicts, and characters in the novel. Write 1–2 sentences
explaining why each song is significant, or make a voice memo sharing why you selected each song.

•

Write an additional verse chapter from the perspective of one of these characters: Andrea, Xavier, Stan, or Zachary.

•

Create a slideshow that showcases photos from Eric’s trip to Los Angeles. Use the internet to find images that evoke
scenes from the book.

•

Get a coconut and carefully split it open. Drain the water and taste it. Think or write about why the experience was
so significant to Eric.

•

Fashion as a form of self-expression is explored in the novel. Create a style look book with 3–4 outfits for Eric.
Write 1–2 sentences explaining the selections that you made.
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