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How to Use This Guide
This guide is a tool to assist readers with reading comprehension. 

Pre-reading questions allow students to connect their current knowledge and  
experiences to the major themes of the novel. 

Reading questions and a character map help readers, especially as they read independently, 
to follow plot, conflict, and character development. 

Post-reading questions can be the basis of whole class or small group discussions,  
and are appropriate prompts for written responses or essays.

Activities allow students to connect with the work of literature in several ways, including: 

 • through multiple learning modalities, 

 • within SEL competency areas, 

 • through expository writing,

 • using technology, and more.

About the Book
Lily Landon knows college is the ticket out of her boring small town and her first step to 
becoming a lawyer like the ones she watches on television. To help her applications stand 
out, Lily joins Green for Good, her school’s environmental club, and meets Fiona, a passionate 
activist who will do everything it takes to protect the planet. As Lily grows closer to Fiona, she 
realizes “everything it takes” may mean getting arrested, and a criminal record does not look 
good on college applications. How can Lily save the Earth without destroying her future?

About the Author
Sandi Van is a writer, counselor, and self-proclaimed tree 
hugger from Buffalo, New York. She is the author of several 
young adult verse novels, including Caught in the Haze, 
Listen Up, and Second in Command, and her poetry 
has won recognition in Elmira’s Star-Gazette and the 
Pennwriters In Other Words contest. She hopes her story 
will inspire readers to do their part to keep our planet 
beautiful and safe for everyone.



3

Character Analysis Worksheet
Complete the chart below with information about each character.  
Make a note of the page number where the character first appears.

Lily
Mom

Faith
Dad

Fiona
Fern

Max
Cooper

Jewel
Mix Martin

Grams

Character Name 
(Major or minor
character?)

Describe the  
character’s traits. 

Describe how the 
character acts.

Describe how other 
characters relate  
to this character.
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Pre-reading Questions
Discuss or free write a response to each prompt. 

1. Look at the cover of the book—what does the book look like it is about?

2. Do you think most teens feel isolated or like an outsider at times?

3. What does a student need to do to get accepted into a good college?

4. Is revenge ever justified?

5. Have you ever read a novel written in verse?

Major Themes and Motifs
Themes are the central ideas of a story and the ways its main message is developed. 
As you read, look for references to these themes:

• Conformity/Nonconformity

• Betrayal and Revenge

• Belonging/Alienation

• Activism

• Growing Up
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Reading Questions
As you read, answer each question on a separate sheet of paper.  

1. How does Lily separate herself from her mother and sister, her father, and even her name?  
What does this tell you about her as a person? 

2. How is Lily’s relationship with her mother complicated?

3. What is Lily’s relationship with her father like?

4. How does Lily view her peers at school at the beginning of the novel?

5. Why does Lily need to join a club?

6. What is Lily’s first Green for Good experience like?

7. What questions does Fiona ask Lily at the meeting?

8. What does Lily say that her father does for a living?

9. How does Lily feel after eating lunch with the group for the first time? 

10. When Lily goes to Fiona’s house, Fiona uses her real name for the first time.  
What does Lily think about it? 

11. Who is Grams?

12. What is Lily’s relationship with Grams like?

13. What did Grams do in the past?

14. What is Fiona’s plan for the group? 

15. Why is Lily essential to the plan?

16. What does Lily think about the message that Fiona sends her?

17. Why does Lily decide to go along with the plan, even when she has doubts? 

18. Lily asks herself, “Am I the tree? Or am I the vine?” What does this mean?  
Which do you think she is? Why?

19. What does Cooper figure out?

20. Why does Fiona care so much about the Earth?

21. What complaint does Green for Good file?

22. What is a CTA?

23. What does Lily say during the news interview?

24. What does Lily tell her father on the telephone?

25. What does Fiona ask?

26. What does Fiona bring to Lily from Grams?

27. What does Fiona bring to Lily from Jewel?
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Post-reading Discussion Questions
1. How do you decide what’s going “too far” for people you’re loyal to?  
How did Lily deal with this problem?

2. Were Lily’s actions justified?

3. What did you think about the end of the book? Was speaking on the news  
a good resolution for Lily’s feelings about her dad?

4. In what ways has Lily changed by the end of the novel?

Writing Prompts 
1. Friendship 
Have you ever felt a connection or sense of 
belonging with a new friend or group? Explain 
how it was similar or different from Lily’s reaction  
to Fiona and Green for Good. 

2. Tracking a motif 
A motif is a series of repetitions in a work of 
literature, such as an image, word, or symbol, that 
creates a mood or feeling. Everything It Takes uses 
several motifs, including animals, hyperbole, and 
law. Track one of these motifs or another one you 
may have noticed. Write 5–10 sentences about 
how the motif functions in the novel.

3. Loyalty and Betrayal  
Choose two characters in the novel and write 
a paragraph that describes either their loyalty 
to one another or how one character betrayed 
another. Use examples from the text to support 
your claims. 

4. Foils 
In literature, a foil is a character who contrasts 
with another character. Select one of these pairs 
and explain how the characters contrast with one 
another and how that creates significance in the 
novel. How does one character help the reader  
to better understand the other character? 
Lily–Fiona  •  Fiona–Fern  •  Lily–Faith

5. Conflict 
There are seven types of literary conflict. Describe 
three conflicts that you identify in the novel. Note: 
not all of these types of conflict are represented  
in the novel.  
• Character vs. Character(s) 
• Character vs. Society 
• Character vs. Nature 
• Character vs. Technology 
• Character vs. Supernatural 
• Character vs. Fate 
• Character vs. Self
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Activities
• Lily explains that she wrote her college essay about names and how they shape people  
(page 6). Write an essay (or write a poem) that explains how your name shapes you. 

• On page 12, Lily shares that she “figured out who [she] wanted to BE / by watching episodes  
of Law and Order with [her] mom.” What influences and people have helped inform you about 
who you want to be? Write 1–2 paragraphs that include specific details. 

• Imagine that you are creating a club for students who do not like extracurricular activities. 
Describe the objectives and activities for the club. What do you do? Who should join? How does 
your club benefit students, the school, and the greater community? 

• Lily is assigned a writing project in English class (page 85) to write a short story that has  
an idiom as the story’s moral.  Select an idiom and complete the same writing assignment to 
create a short story with that idiom as its moral.
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