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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE
This guide is a tool to assist readers with reading comprehension. 

Pre-reading questions allow students to connect their current knowledge and experiences to the major themes of the novel. 

Reading questions and a character map help readers, especially as they read independently, to follow plot, conflict, and character development. 

Post-reading questions can be the basis of whole class or small group discussions, and are appropriate prompts for written responses or essays. 

Activities allow students to connect with the work of literature in several ways, including:

• through multiple learning modalities, 

• within SEL competency areas, 

• through expository writing, 

• using technology, and more.

ABOUT THE BOOK
Edgar wants nothing more than to live his life out loud. But telling the truth about his sexuality isn’t so easy in his traditional Mexican-American 
family, and his Amá has made it clear she won’t accept who he is. Things get even harder when Edgar’s macho father returns home after months 
away, and the house erupts into fighting and simmering tension. Edgar worries what would happen if he told his father the truth about who 
he is, and feels he’ll never fit in anywhere. Then Edgar runs into Alex, a popular football player at school. With Alex, Edgar feels happy and free, 
believing he might finally pick up all the broken pieces of his heart. But falling in love is more complicated than Edgar can ever imagine—and 
coming out might destroy the only life he’s ever known.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Edd Tello is a bilingual writer of children’s and young adult literature. He has worked 
as an elementary school English teacher, and graduated from the University of Seville with a 
master’s in creative writing. Since then, he has been writing newsletters and articles for website 
publications. Edd is currently a high school teacher in Mexico. Only Pieces is his debut YA novel. 
When he isn’t reading or writing, you can find him drinking coffee in the woods. Please visit him 
online at eddtello.com and @eddstello.
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CHARACTER ANALYSIS WORKSHEET
Complete the chart below with information about each character. 
Make a note of the page number where the character first appears.

Amá

Apá

Abuela

Edgar

Alex

Alison

Gustavo

Rosario

Ruben

Tyler

Daniela

Ms. Gutiérrez

Character Name
(Major or minor
character?)

Describe the 
character’s traits. 

Describe how 
the character acts.

Describe how other 
characters relate 
to this character.
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PRE-READING QUESTIONS
Discuss or free write a response to each prompt. 

1. What are some reasons that can make expressing who you really are challenging or even impossible?

2. What does it mean to be macho or to demonstrate manly pride?

3. How are children affected by their parents’ relationship?

4. What does friendship mean? How do friends behave toward one another?

5. Can you think of a time when you thought that you understood a situation, 
but later realized that the actuality was different than how you perceived it?

MAJOR THEMES AND MOTIFS
Themes are the central ideas of a story and the ways its main message is developed. 
As you read, look for references to these themes:

• Coming of age

• Self-expression

• Gender roles and sexuality

• Friendship

• Family 

• Class and community
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READING QUESTIONS
As you read, answer each question on a separate sheet of paper.  

1. Who is coming home?

2. Describe Amá and Apá.

3. What is Edgar’s poem about?

4. What does Edgar’s mother say he does too much?

5. How does Apá behave in a macho way?

6. What is Edgar’s secret?

7. What do Edgar’s parents fight about?

8. Who is Edgar startled to see outside?

9. What does Edgar mean by “pieces from different puzzles”?

10. Who was Alex visiting?

11. How is Apá like a gordita?

12. Where does Edgar work?

13. How is Edgar like an eclipse?

14. How does Edgar react to his mother’s suggestion that 
he will have a wife one day?

15. What does Edgar want to study after high school?

16. How does Edgar feel toward Alex?

17. Why doesn’t Edgar like Doña Mary?

18. Why is Edgar grounded?

19. What does Amá pretend?

20. What note does Edgar find on his locker?

21. What activity brings Edgar and his father together?

22. How does Edgar feel about his bicycle?

23. Why does Edgar feel defeated while shopping?

24. Why does Amá dislike being called Mrs. Jimenez?

25. What does Edgar figure out about Apá leaving his job?

26. Describe Edgar’s first date.

27. Describe the legend that Edgar tells Alex.

28. Why doesn’t Edgar want to attend Tyler’s party?

29. Who told Tyler about Alex’s relationship with Edgar?

30. How does Edgar react to Tyler’s comments?

31. What is Edgar’s poem about?

32. What apology gift does Alison give Edgar?

33. What does Daniela tell Edgar as they dance?

34. Why is Apá angry at the quinceañera?

35. Who knocks on the door when Edgar is alone?

36. Describe Edgar’s conversation with his parents.
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POST-READING DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. In what ways are Edgar and Alex the same?

2. Do Edgar and Amá and Apá share the same views of the future? Does it change throughout the novel?

3. In what ways is Alison a friend to Edgar? What do you think about the way their conflict resolves?

4. Why is poetry important to Edgar?

5. What does the title mean? What is the author suggesting about puzzle pieces? 

WRITING PROMPTS 
1. Gender Roles
Locate passages in the novel about conflict between Amá and Apá and examine them closely. What does conflict between these characters 
suggest about masculinity?

2. Foils
Works of literature often have minor characters that are important because they reveal something about a main character. Choose a foil (Tyler, Alison, 
or Daniela) and write a paragraph that compares that character to Edgar. Explain what the comparison helps the reader understand about Edgar.  

3. Track a Motif
A motif is a series of repetitions in a work of literature, such as an image, word, or symbol, that creates a mood or feeling. Only Pieces uses 
several motifs, including puzzles, sun/moon/stars, lightness/darkness, and food. Track one of these motifs or another one you may have noticed. 
Write 5–10 sentences about how the motif functions in the novel.

4. Standing Up for Yourself or Someone Else
Find passages in the novel where a character does or does not advocate for themselves or someone else. Write 4–6 sentences about the situations 
and what motivated the characters to act the ways they did. What is the novel suggesting about the forces that compel characters to act the ways 
they do? Can these forces be overcome?

5. Dreams
In the novel, Edgar knows that his parents’ dreams for his future conflict with his own. How are their dreams different? Do you think it is ever 
possible to put aside your dreams to fulfill those that someone else holds for you?
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ACTIVITIES
• Read Edgar’s poem “Fireflies” (page 181). Write your own poem about how your ideas have shifted and evolved on a topic. Your subject can be 

personal (like Edgar’s), serious (for example, about an issue like global warming), or fun (why you thought you didn’t like bubble tea but now 
you love it). Brainstorm ideas and jot down some phrases before you begin drafting your poem.

• Write an additional verse chapter from the perspective of one of these characters: Alex, Amá, or Daniela.  

• The context of this novel is within a community of undocumented immigrants. Edgar is concerned about his parents’ immigration status. 
Research the situation of families like Edgar’s and create a short written report, informative poster, or PowerPoint presentation.

• Edgar’s notebook and journal are important to his self-expression. Many writers—just like Edgar—keep their inspirations, ideas, and more in a book 
called a commonplace book. Get a small notebook and use it to record creative thoughts. A commonplace book—sort of like a creativity diary—is a 
place to compile your favorite quotes, song lyrics, images, doodles, observations, photos, lists, and more. Use it as a resource for creating your own 
written or visual art.  
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