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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE
This guide is a tool to assist readers with reading comprehension. 

Pre-reading questions allow students to connect their current knowledge and experiences to the major themes  
of the novel. 

Reading questions and a character map help readers, especially as they read independently, to follow plot, conflict,  
and character development. 

Post-reading questions can be the basis of whole class or small group discussions, and are appropriate prompts  
for written responses or essays.

Activities allow students to connect with the work of literature in several ways, including: 

 • through multiple learning modalities, 
 • within SEL competency areas, 
 • through expository writing,
 • using technology, and more.

ABOUT THE BOOK
In the near future, the tides are rising, the weather is out of control, and the rain is poison. Mal lost his family  
in a storm and now lives with other young people, trying to survive the changing world. Faced with the threat  
of the rising water and his friend’s illness, Mal and his makeshift family must travel across the country to reach  
a safe place. But the road is dangerous and not all will find their way safely to their new home.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Demitria Lunetta is the author of several YA books, including Bitter and 
Sweet, The Fade, Bad Blood, and the sci-fi duology, In the After and In the End. 
Find her at www.demitrialunetta.com, on Twitter @DemitriaLunetta, and on 
Facebook at facebook.com/DemitriaLunettaAuthor.
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CHARACTER ANALYSIS WORKSHEET
Complete the chart below with information about each character.  
Make a note of the page number where the character first appears.

Mal
Kurt

Jaynee
Garret

Tia
Skye

Rob
Rowan

Mama
Cal

Character Name 
(Major or minor 
character?)

Describe the  
character’s traits. 

Describe how  
the character acts.

Describe how other 
characters relate  
to this character.
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PRE-READING QUESTIONS
Discuss or free write a response to each prompt. 

1. Look at the cover of the book—what does the book look like it is about?

2. What does family mean to you? Is it something you have to be born into, or something you can make yourself?

3. How do you define loyalty?

4. What qualities does a person need to survive a natural disaster?

5. How can stories help create a sense of hope? 

6. Have you ever read a novel written in verse? 

MAJOR THEMES AND MOTIFS
Themes are the central ideas of a story and the ways its main message is developed. 
As you read, look for references to these themes:

• Family and Interdependence

• Natural Disaster and Environmental Ruin

• Survival

• Loss of Innocence/Beauty
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READING QUESTIONS
As you read, answer each question on a separate sheet of paper.  

1. What is the setting of this story? 

2. Describe the world Mal and his family are living in.

3. What is significant about water?

4. Why does Mal’s family decide to leave? 

5. What preparations has Jaynee made in advance?

6. Why does Tia decide to stay?

7. Who are Rob and Rowan?

8. How does Mal feel about Rowan?

9. What does Skye carry with her?

10. How does Mal respond when bandits attack?

11. Who is injured during the bandit attack? How badly?

12. What does Mal think about Rowan’s singing?

13. How does the Sanctuary seem at first? 

14. What is the Sanctuary hiding?

15. Who does Sanctuary want to become members? Who will they reject, according to Cal?

16. How does Mal react to Rowan when she begs him to stay?

17. Who stays at Sanctuary? Who leaves?

18. How does Garret betray the family? 

19. Why did Mal steal garden shears and a pickaxe?

20. How does Kurt get injured? What problem does that injury cause later?

21. What do Jaynee and Mal use as a grave marker?

22. How does Jaynee react when Mal wants to give up?

23. Why didn’t Jaynee tell Mal that Shining City is real?

24. What do they see when the rain stops?

25. What happens to Jaynee?

26. What does Mal see at the end of the novel?
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POST-READING DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. How do characters in this novel define family differently?

2. What sacrifices did the characters make for the survival of the group?

3. Does survival ever justify hurting others?

4. Does it matter if Shining City is a real or fictional place?

5. How does Mal see himself and his role within his family? How does this change as his family is lost?

WRITING PROMPTS 
1. Loyalty and Choice 
The characters must face decisions to leave their family group or stay with it at multiple points in the story.  
Select one of those instances. Write a paragraph that explains which choice you would make and why. 

2. Conflict 
There are seven types of literary conflict. Describe three conflicts that you identify in the novel. Note: not all of these  
types of conflict are represented in the novel. 

3. Tracking a Motif 
A motif is a series of repetitions in a work of literature, such as an image, word, or symbol, that creates a mood or feeling.  
Our Broken Earth uses several motifs, including water, animals, and plastic. Track one of these motifs or another one you may 
have noticed. Write 5–10 sentences about how the motif functions in the novel.

4. Loyalty and Betrayal  
Garret betrays the group (page 144), according to Jaynee. Do you agree? Explain why or why not in 1–2 paragraphs.  
Use examples to support your opinion. 

5. Characterization and Symbols 
Sometimes in literature, the way a character is portrayed has deeper significance and meaning. Though Skye is a major character, 
she has very little dialogue and participates in very little action. Identify three passages about Skye and study details about her. 
What does she represent for the family? What greater meaning does she have in the novel? What does this character symbolize?

• Character vs. Character(s) 
• Character vs. Society 
• Character vs. Nature 
• Character vs. Technology 

• Character vs. Supernatural 
• Character vs. Fate 
• Character vs. Self
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ACTIVITIES
• What do you think happens after the end of the book? Is the Shining City everything Mal hoped for? Write or imagine  

an additional scene of Mal’s experience once he is in the Shining City.

• When Mal hears Rowan and Rob singing, he expresses it as “…little bits of beauty / stuck in the cracks / of a barren land-
scape.” Think about “little bits of beauty” in your environment. These might include a flower growing through concrete,  
a mural on a building, the smell of sweets outside a bakery, the sounds of kids playing outside, or whatever delight is  
a respite from daily life. Write a paragraph that describes your “little bits of beauty” and why they are significant to you.

• The novel is filled with intense situations and feelings. Create a playlist that Mal might have. Choose 5 of the characters from the 
novel and select a song that reflects Mal’s relationship with each character. In 1–2 sentences, explain why you chose each song.

• If you were to create a group of people who worked together to survive an eco-disaster, who would you select? Your family? Your 
friends? Scientists? Survivalists? Explain who you would hope to travel that difficult journey with and why in 1–2 paragraphs. 
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